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Chapter 1 by Maethoriel 


"It's just a phase. You'll grow out of it soon.’ "You're what?" "I'm ashamed of you. 


These words and more resounded in my head as | slammed my door shut, blocking out the 
hateful world. | flopped onto my bed, shutting my eyes and thinking how could that have gone 
so wrong? 


| had finally gotten up the courage to tell my parents, and they were anything but supportive. 
The counselor at school, who | had been talking to almost the entire year had said that they 
would be helpful, understanding. Yeah. That didn't happen. 


As | replayed the conversation in my head, | saw their disappointed faces and heard mom say, 
"Are you really? Well, David, we're going to have to move." 


| asked her if she was ashamed of me. Crushing my heart, she stated flatly, "Yes, | am. I'm 
ashamed of you.’ 


| looked to dad for support, but he just said, "You know, David, it's just a phase. You'll grow out 
of it soon.’ Right after that | left, hoping for some solitude to think everything over. 


| heard asmall knock on my door. "David?" 


Anya peeked her head in my door, my little sister's halo of blond hair glowing. "Hi;’ she said ina 
small voice. 
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"Of course: 


She ran in and pounced on my bed. As she hugged me, | felt some of the anger dissipate from my 
heart. 


"Mommy and daddy are saying you're different. They say you want to be a girl." 
"Yeah. Mommy and daddy are right,’ | whispered. 
"But | like you the way you are,’ Anya replied. 


| reached over and poked her in the stomach. "Just because | want to be a girl doesn't mean I'll 
be that much different, Annie.’ | wanted her to understand that | would never stop adoring her, 
no matter what. Unless she grew up. 


"| love you David," she said matter-of-factly, then ran out of the room to do god knows what. | 
sighed and rolled over, thinking hard once again about what to say to mom and dad. 
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